THE CONSPIRACY 



Mahabharata-7 

THE CONSPIRACY 


VEDA VW$A ‘S EPIC ON THE 8HARATA RACE WAS 
FIRST RECITED IN PUBLIC BN MS DICIPLE 
VAISHAMPAYANA AT THE BEHEST OF 7HE 
AGELESS SEEP l/YASA HIMSELF. 


THE RECITAL TOOK PLACE IN THE AUGUST 
PRESENCE OF KINO TA NAM ETA WA—ORE A T- 
&RANDSON OF THE GRANDSON OF l/YASA — 
AND THE MANY LEARNED $AOES WHO HAP 
ASSEMBLED FOR TANAMETAVA 'S 
SARPA SATRA. 


THE SIXTH SESSION OF OUR RENDERING OF 
VAISHAMPAYANA ‘S RECITAL OF l/YASA 
MAHABHARATA INCLUDED THE INCIDENTS 
THAT LED TO KARNA SWEARING ETERNAL 
LOYALTY TO PURYOPHANA. IT ALSO TOLD OF 
HOW DRONA J THROUGH HIS VALOROUS DISCIPLE 
ARJUNA ' AVENGED THE HUMILIATION HE HAD 
SUFFERED AT THE HANDS OF DRUPADA J THE 
RANCH A LA KING. 


^ 




187 
































AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




“HE SHIP; 


WITH DEEP DILIGENCE, \ 

I RECEIVED THE BRAHMASHIRAS 
FROM RISHI AGNIVESHA WHO HAP ACQUIRED 
V IT FROM RISHI AG ASTRA ■ 




IT IS ONLV PROPER THAT 
HOU NOW GIVE ME 
MR FEE IN THE 
PRESENCE OF VOUR 
COUSINS. 
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THE CONSPIRACY 



WHEN ARJUNA GAVE HIS ASSENT THE GURU SAID. 


IF EVER I Et'iQAQE HOU IN 
00M8AT HOU MUST FIGHT WITH 
ME — WITHOUT A MOMENT'S 
HESITATION. 


'and a rear after drqna hap humbled drupada 

phr/tarashtra having observed yudhishthipa to be SflMS 

FIRM , NET TOLERANT AND SCRUPULOUSLY HONEST, 

• INSTALLED HIM AS THE HEIR -APPARENT. 


WITHIN A SHORT 
TIME.VUPHiSWTHIRA, 
THE SON OF KUNTI. 
WITH HIS GOOD 
BEHAVIOUR, 
SAQACITH ANP 
DISCERNMENT. 
^EXCELLED HIS 
FATHER, PANPU, 
IN FAME, 


BHEEMA, THE SECOND PANDAVA, POOR INSTRUCTIONS 
FROM BALA RAMA IN WIELDING THE SWORD AND THE 
MACE, AND IN STEERING THE CHARIOT IN THE 
BATTLEFIELD ■ AND YET LIVED IN PEACEFUL ACCORD 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



NAKULA, THE FAVOURITE OF HtS BROTHERS . EARNED 
FAME AS A WIELPER OF UNUSUAL WEAPONS ANP AS AN- 
AT/RATHA.it— 


* A warrior who is a past master in the art of charioteering. 


190 


' arjuna was renowned for his strong grip, 

AGILITY, MARKSMANSHIP ANP PROFICIENCY WITH 
DIVERSE WEAPONS. HE WAS CONSIDERED 
UNRIVALLED S9PRONA, 


SAHADEVA LEARNT ALL THE PRECEPTS 
OF MORALS ANP MANNERS FROM PRONA 
WHO WAS IN SPIRITUAL LORE AKIN TV 
BP!HASPATt, THE GURU OF THE PEVAS ... 


"■•-ANP LIVED IN PEACEFUL ACCORD WITH 





















































































THE CONSPIRACY 



"f!!S£%lJ!£2 eWA AND MG BECAME M/GHTV ENOUGH TO SLAV SAL/UJRA 

MASHA MAC Mcff 



ENO HRJUNH VANQUtSHEp THE HHVMA 
Kim WHOM EVEN PftNDU IN PWS 
GONE BH_ COULp NOT p 












































































AMAR CHITRAKATHA 

THE THIRP PANDAVA, /N H/S SINGLE 
CHARIOT AND JNITH BHEEMA IN SUPPORT , 

PUT TO ROUT THE RINGS OF THE EAST PND m 
TNE/R TEN THOUSAND CHARIOTS. IN THE [ 7 , 

SAME INAH j AE CONQUERED THE SOUTH ji- 
AND BROUGHT AMPLE BOOTH TO THE &V 
LAND OP THE KURUS. /(fill 




THUS 0IP THE PANPAVAS, 
HAVING SUBJUGATED ALL 
OTHER TERRITORIES, 
EXTEND THEIR EMPIRE. 


" BUT THE TIDINGS OF THE GAINFUL MIGHT OF 
THE PANDAVAS EMBITTERED DHR/TARASHTRA. 



192 













































THE CONSPIRACY 



Y I ENVY THE 

pandavas their remarkable 

ACHIEVEMENTS. SHOULD 
I HAVE THEM AS ALLIES OR 
AS RIVALS? I SHALL ABIPE 
^ BY YOUR COUNSEL. S 


*' THAT ELATEP RRAHMRNA REPUEP IN 
WORPS WHICH {VERB SHARP WITH 

POLITICAL IMPORT; ( -^ 

"1 W/ LISTEN TOME, 

W O KING,ANP DO NOT 
/OVA l BE VEXED WITH WHAT 
wT&yyJX \ I HAVE TO SAY. > 


*' THAT ELATEP RRAHMRNA REPUEP IN 
WORPS WHICH WERE SHARP WITH 

POLITICAL IMPORT; ( -^ 

"1 W/ LISTEN TOME, 

W 0 KING,ANP DO NOT 
/OVA l BE VEXED WITH WHAT 
wT&yyJX \ I HAVE TO SAY. > 


PEEPIH P/STRESSEP HE SUMMONED RAN/HA, 
THE COUNSELLOR WEU-VEPSEP IN THE SCIENCE 


r /CSj ANP SA/p; |-] 

r 


'i 


if 




THE MIGHT 
OF KINGS MUST 
BE MADE 
f EXPLICIT 
WITH HANDS 
READY TO 
STRIKE. 



/slay your FOE WITH 
GIFTS ANP CAMARADERIE 
KILL HIM WITH DISCORD 
OR WITH FORCE. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



AND DHR/TARASHTRA ASKED 


RANIKA REPLIED. 


' LISTEN, O KING, ^ 
TO TUB TALE OF TUB 
CLEVER JACKAL WHO WAS 
A PAST MASTER IN THE 
ART OF PIPLOMACV. 


' HOW ISA \ 
FOB DEMOLISHED 
BEST? BV CONCORD, 
BV PROPITIATION, 89 
DISCORD OR BH 
AGGRESSION ? 


SUPREME IN SELP-INTEREST, HE LIVED IN A FOREST 
UTH HIS FOUR FRIENDS—A TIGER. A MOUSE .A WOLF AND A 






AS THEV CONFERRED AMONG THEMSELVES 
THE JACKAL SAID: i-—=—— 


X O TIGER, 
c VOU HAVE FAILED > 
TO GET THE STAG BECAUSE 
S. HE IS HOUNG, SMART 
[V AND STRONG. ^ 
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THE CONSPIRACY 



I SHALL KEEP WATCH 
OVER THIS TILL YOU COME 
BACK AFTER YOUR , 
ABLUTIONS. 


THE JACKAL LOOKUP AT 
STAG ANp SA/P; 


THE 


CAECASS 


OF 


THE 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 



% i i» r-r^ry-^y^f- ^* <f . <■■> \r+ m ■ v «*i 

HE SAW TUG BROODING JACKAL AND SAID: 


HOW IS IT THAT HQU 
WHO ARE SO CLEVER LOOK 
VEXED? LET US FEAST 






f - ' 

H'V- / HIS BOASTFUL WORDS 
HAVE WADE THIS MEAL 
DISTASTEFUL TO ME. 






HE SAID; THIS CARCASS 
IS POISONED BV THE T'OER'S 
CLAWS. I WILL NOT EAT OF IT. 
INSTEAD, 0 JACKAL ,lF UOU 
PERMIT, I SHALL MAKE 
A MEAL OF THE gm 
N. MOUSE. Jk^H 


THS TIGER WENT A STALKING AND THE* 
MOUSE REACRED THE $ROT . THE 
JACKAL SAID TO HIM. 
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THE KINS OF BEASTS IS > 
SET AGAINST NOU.AND ME IS 
COMINS HERE WITH his mate 
IT PORTENPS ILL FOR 
V 40U . NOW DO AS / 

FV yOU PLEASE. y> 


HEARING THOSE fVORPS THE 
MOl/SE SCUTTLE? OFF INTO H/S 


THE CONSPIRACY 

or 


AN? THEN THERE ARRIVE? THE IHOLF ANP THE 
•JACKAL SAID TO H/M: 




THE WOLF THOUGH 
HUNGERING TOR THE 
MEAL WAS TURNED AWA* 
THUS RU THE WOPDS 


rr. 


"AND THEN CAME THE MONGOOSE. TO H/M THE 
JACKAL SATO: ^ __ 

I HAVE DRIVEN AWAV X 
THE OTHERS WITH THE MIGHT 
OF tM ARMS. FIGHT WITH 
ME ANP THEN EAT OF 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



SHAPE HOUR CONDUCT 
TO SAFEGUARD HOURSELF 
AND HOUR CHILDREN FROM 
THE PANDAVAS. ACT IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH PCLITH 
SO THAT HOU DO NOT 
HAVE TO REPENT. J. 


AND THE MEN AND WOMEN, WHO 
WERE WITNESSES TO THE DEEDS OF 
THE PANDAVAS. SPOKE OPENL4 ABOUT 
THEIR EXCELLENCE. INSIDE THE 
ASSEMBLIES OR OUTSIDE IN THE 
STREETS. THE CITIZENS TOOK THE NAME OF 
HUDHISHTHIRA AS THE MOST PROMISING 
RULER FOR THE KINGDOM . 


THUS, > 
0 KIN6,SHOULD 
HOUR ENEMIES 
8 E SUBDUED. 


"AND HAVING COUNSELLED DHR/TARASHTRA 
THUS, O MONARCH, HAN/HA RETURNED TO HIS 


' HOU ARE A SUPERIOR 
PERSON OF AMPLE RESOURCES. 
BUT THE PANDAVAS ARE MEN 
OF MI6HT. PROTECT HOUR- / 
k. SELF FROM THEM. 


198 


























































































THE CONSPIRACY 



r BUT BHEESHMA, 
the honest one, HAVI NS 
ALREADV GIVEN UP THE 
KINGDOM WILL REMAIN 
ADAMANT IN HIS VOW. 


r HES. HE WILL 
KEEP BHEESHMA 
AND DHRITARA5MTRA 
AND THE LATTER J S 
CHILDREN IN 
K HAPPINESS. 


LET THE FIRST \ 
PANDAVA RULE THE 
KINGDOM-LET US 
INSTALL HIM ON THE 
THRONE. HE IS VOUN6. 
TRUTHFUL AND A 
FAVOURITE WITH THE J_ 
, ELDERS. A~ 


AND TNBH SAID 


IF DHRITARASHTRA 
COULD NOT REIGN EARLIER 
BECAUSE OF HIS BLINDNESS, 
HOW CAN HE BE THE 
KING NOW? 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



DURHODNANA HEARD OF THESE REMARKS AND WAS SORELY 
VEXED By THE PREFERENCE SHOWN FOR HUPH/SHTHiRA, 

/NTOLERANT AND JEALOUS HE WENT TO DHR/TARASHTRA 
AND SAID; ■ „ „ --im™, =*--—= 


0 FATHER 

CASTING HOU AND BHEESWMA \ 
ASIDE, THE CITIZENS WOULD 
HAVE WUDWSHTHIRA FOR THEIR 
KING- BHEESHMA WILL APPROVE 
OF THIS BECAUSE HE HAS / 
. RENOUNCED THE THRONE. Z, 


(N DAHS GONE BV, \ 
PANPU ACQUIRED THE 
KINGDOM BV VIRTUE OF 
HIS EXCELLENCE, AND HOU 
DIP NOT ON ACCOUNT OF 
HOUR BLINDNESS. A 


IF PAN DU‘S SON 
ACQUIRES THE KINGDOM 
AS AN INHERITANCE 
FROM PANPU,THEN THE 
SONS BORN IN HIS 
^ FAMILY WILL CLAIM THE 
I THRONE IN THE LINEAL, 
PATTERN. X 


" AND WE ^ 

ALONG WITH OUR 
CHILDREN, SHALL REMAIN 
THE LOWL4 ONES IN THE 
ROHAL LINE. O KING, WE 
SHALL BE THE ONES 

SPURNED BH THE / 
. WORLD. y 
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THE CONSPIRACY 





THE CITIZENS 
ARE OUT TO CAST US 
INTO DIFFICULT 
. TIMES, , 


THEREFORE,, 0 KINS, 
VOUR RULE MUST SPARE 
US 7WE HELL OF LIFELONS. 
DEPENDENCE ON OTHER 
„ MEN'S CHARITy, A 


AND PUP40PHAWA, 
DUHSHASANA,KARNA 
AND SHAKUNI 
CONFERREP AMON& 
THEMSELVES. 


DHRITARASMTRA, WHOSE 
PERCEPTION WAS LIMITED 87 
THE TIDINGS HE HEARD, 
PONDERED OVER THE WORDS 
OF HIS SON AND KANIKA. AND 
HE WAS DISTURBED. 




msm^ 


IF SOVEREIGNTH HAD 
BEEN HOURS, WE 
WOULD HAVE INHERITED 
IT EVEN IF THE 
SUBJECTS WERE NOT 
IN FAVOUR. 


■ 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 





THE COUNSELLORS ANP THE 
SOLDIERS ARE ALL EITHER 
PANPU'S MEN OR THE OFF- 
SPRIN6 OF PANPU'S MEN. THE 
CITIZENS TOO HAD BEEN 

CHERISHEP B<V PANDU. 


/ PANDU'S SON 
IS EQUALLY 
VIRTUOUS AND 
THEREFORE HELD 
IN HIGH ESTEEM 
BV OUR 
> SUBJECTS. 


THE ACCUMULATED 
HERITAGE OF ROWAL 
POWER GIVES HIM 
MANV ALLIES. 
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THE CONSPIRACY 




THEREFORE,© KING, 
ENSURE THE REMOVAL OF 
THE PANPAVAS TO 
VARANAVATA 84 SOME 
V SUBTLE PLAN. ~A 


WHEN M4 HOLD ON THE 
DOMINION IS MADE FIRM 
KUNTI AND HER 
CHILDREN MAH BE 
L BROUGHT BACK. ^ 


DURVOOHHNR 


REPL/EP: 


I HAVE 


ALREADV FORE¬ 
SEEN THIS TURN 


PHRITHRHSHTRtt SHIP 


THE SAME 
THOUGHT HAS 
CROSSED M4 MIND 
TOO. BUT i DIP NOT 
SPEAK IT OUT LEST 
IT SHOULD BE 
DEEMED WICKED, 


203 














































































































































AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



BHEESHMA WILL 
EVER REMAIN 
_ NEUTRAL. 


WE AND THE 
PANDAVAS ARE EQUAL 
IN THE E4ES OF THOSE 
MORAL SEERS WHO 
KNOW NO 
PARTIALIT4. 


“PURVODHANA A NS WE REP; 


PRONA UNDOUBTEPL4 WILL 
BE WHERE HIS SON IS 
ANP HIS SONjASHWATTHAMA, 
IS WITH ME. 


BESIDES, 
BHEESHMA, PRONA, 
VtPURA, KRIPA —NOT 
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THE CONSPIRACY 



THEREFORE, REMOVE 
THE PANDAVAS AND THEIR 
MOTHER, AND WITH IT, THE 
TERRIBLE HURT THAT 
v ROBS US OF OUR 

SLEEP, ^ 


THEN DURWDHANA AND 
HIS BROTHERS BEGAN 

winning the people 

OVER WITH WEALTH 
AND ESTATES. 


AND WITH CLEVER PROMPT¬ 
ING FROM PHRITARASHTRA 
SOME COURTIERS BEGAN i 
PRAISING VARANAVATA. 


KRIPA WILL BE 
WITH THESE TWO. 
HE WILL NEVER 
ABANDON HIS NEPHEW 
V AND DRONA. , 




VIDURA IS 
DEPENDENT ON US 
THOUGH IN HIS HEART 
HE IS WITH OUR FOES. 
HIS LONE HELP TO 
THE PANDAVAS IS 
NO THREAT. 


205 







































































































AMAR CHITRAKATHA 





THE FESTIVAL OF PASHUPATI 
FAMOUS ALL OVER FOR 
ITS SPARKLING 
GLORY, IS TO BE HELP 
. AT VARANAVATA. 


IF YOU WISH TO WITNESS 
THE FESTIVAL THERE, PROCEED TO 
VARANAVATA WITH HOUR FRJENPS 
IN A BEFITTING MANNER. 


ANP THE*! SA/P 


THESE REPORTS KINPLEP 
THE PESIRE OF THE PANDAVAS 
TO ATTENP THE FESTIVAL. 


'' WHEN THE KING CAME TO KNOW OF THE INTEREST 
AROUSEP IN THE PANPAVAS, HE SHIP TO THEMi ,-— 


at 


I AM REPEATEDLY BEING 
TOLP OF THE ATTRACTIONS OF 
VARANAVATA. 
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THE CONSPIRACY 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



IN A SWIFT 
CHARIOT 40U MUST 
REACH VARANAVATA 
and arrange TO HAVE 

A REGAL MANSION 
BUILT THERE, NOT 
A FAR FROM THE / 
CITY. 


NO OTHER COUNSELLOR 
IS AS TRUSTWORTHY AS YOU 
ARE. THEREFORE DEMOLISH 
THE FOES BY DOING 
AS I BID. 


ARE TO GO 
TO VARANAVATA, 
AT DHRITARASHTRA'S 
INSTANCE TO 


QTT^ 
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THE CONSPIRACY 




THEN WAIT FOR 
THE RIGHT MOMENT. AND 
CONDUCT EVERYTHING IN 
SUCH A MANNER THAT 
NOBODY GETS WISE J 
K. TO OUR SCHEME. 


WHEN TUE4 ARE FOUND 
DEAD IN THE FIRE 
PEOPLE WILL NOT 
. BLAME US. 


ASSENTING TO 
DURHODHANA'S INSTRUC¬ 
TIONS, PUROCHANA WENT 
TO VARANAVATA AND 
CARRIED OUT THE 
ORDERS OF THE PRINCE. 


IN DUE COURSE, WHEN 
THE PANDAVAS START 
SLEEP!N6 IN TRUSTFUL 
CONFIDENCE, SET FIRE 
TO THE MANSION AT 
THE ENTRANCE. 


WHEN THE MANSION 
IS BUILT, INVITE KUNTI, HER 
SONS AND THEIR FRIENDS 
TO STAY IN IT. PROVIDE 
THEM WITH VEHICLES,SOFT 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



u tAEANWA!LE A DPRESS(NG BNEESHNtA , V/DDRA AND DRONA AND KRtPA AND 
ASHWATtuAMA and ganpharj, WUDN/SNTN/RA said in all humility: 


WE AMD OUR RETINUE ARE GOING TO THE 
PLEASANT TOWN OF VARANAVATA AT THE 
COMMAND OF DHRITARASWTRA. SEE US OFF 
WITH WORDS OF GOODWILL AND FACES' 
AGLOW WITH SMILES. WOUR BLESSINGS 
WILL WARP OFF ANV DANGER A 
THERE FOR US. 


n 


i T 


1 — 




THEN THE PANDAVAS BADE 
FAREWELL TO THE ELDERS, 
EMBRACED THEIR CONFRERES,; 
ACCEPTED THE COURTEOUS 
REGARD OF THE CHILDREN. 
CIRCUMAMBULATED THE 
: VENERABLE LADIES,AND 
TOUCHED THE FEET OF 
BHEESHM A, PHRITARASHTRA, 
DRONA, KRIPA, VIDURA AND 
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THE CONSPIRACY 



" THEN THE DISTRAUGHT PRINCES MOUNTED THEIR CHARIOTS WITH HORSES THAT 
WERE AS SWIFT AS A STORM, i--——- it —m x; - —— 


'-rr'^V 


THE DISTRESS OF THE PANPAVAS. HOWEVER, AFFECTED 
THE CITIZENS WHO FOLLOWED THEM, i- ± 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



IN THE DAVS GONE BV OUR 
KIN6S, VICHITRAVEERVA AND THEN 
PANDU, RULED OVER US WITH 
PATERNAL CARE. NOW PAN DU IS 
DEAD, PHRITARASHTRA -4, 

RESENTS PANDU'S CHILDREN 
TOR THE RIN6D0W THE<V A 

N HAVE INHERITED. 


HOW DOES BHEESHMA 
SANCTION THE HEINOUS 
ACT OF CASTING THEM A WAN 
FROM THIS CI7V TO A NON- 
V DESCRIPT PLACE 5 


DH RITARflSHTRA 1 S ' 

INTELLIGENCE IS BLUNTED 
BV RARTI ALUS' AND 
HE SEES NOT WHAT A 

V <S RIGHT. 


NEITHER THE PURE UUDHISHTWIRA 
NOR THE MIGHTV BHEEMA , NOR 
THE CONQUERING ARJUNA , WILL 
EVER TREAD THE PATH OF SIN. 

\ AND THEN, ARE THOSE PINE 
s\ SONS OF MADRI CAPABLE a 
OF ANV WRONGDOING? M 


"anp wev began to SPEAK our: 
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THE CONSPIRACY 



IT IS OUR DOTH TO CARRH 
OUT THE KING'S COMMAND 
BECAUSE THE KINO IS TV 
B E REVERED AS THE 
FATHER AND THE 

PROTECTOR. ^ 


" ON HEARING THESE SAP WORPS OF THE CITIZENS, fW 
HUPH/SHTHIRA RELFECTEP FOR A MOMENT ANP THEN 
SAID TO THEM WITH A AEAl/H HEART: 



AND AT THE 
OPPORTUNE 
MOMENT DO 
FOR US ALL THAT 
IS BENEFICIAL 
TO US. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




HE WHO ACTS IN 
THE KNOWLEDGE THAT 
IT IS NOT WEAPONS OP 
METAL ALONE THAT 
PROVE FATAL, STANDS 
SEVOND THE PALE OF 
V DANGER. yf 






AFTER THE CITIZENS HAP DEPARTED, THE WISE VIDURA SPOKE 
TO WPHISHTHIRA IN THE DIALECT OF THE MLECHCHHAS WHICH 
WAS UNFAMILIAR TO ALL BUT VUDH/SHMiRA. HE SAID: 


THE BLIND ONE 
KNOWS NOT THE DIRECTION. 
REMEMBER THAT ONE WHOSE 
BASE IS NOT FIRM LOSES ALL 
SENSE OF VALUES. 


.0 


HE WHO IS AWARE 
OF THE PLANNED SCHEMES 
OF FOES SHOULD PROTECT 
HIMSELF FROM FORESEEN 
CALAMITIES. ✓ 
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THE CONSPIRACY 





HE WILL SURVIVE WHO 
PRESERVES HIMSELF WITH THE 
KNOWLEDGE THAT FIRE, WHICH 
BURNS UP FORESTS AND WARDS 
OFF WINTER, WILL NOT SINGE 
THOSE IN FOREST y 

HIDEOUTS. 


. IF HE 

TAKES RECOURSE 
TO A BURROW 
WITH MANS 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 




AND VIPURA HAV/N6 
CAUTfOMEP THEM THUS \ 
RETURNED TO TUB 


cm 
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THE CONSPIRACY 


FIRST OF ALL HE WARNED US 
OF FIRE IN THE MANSION BUILT 
FOR US. HE ALSO INFORMED 
ME THAT NO PATH OF ESCAPE 
SHALL REMAIN UNKNOWN 
TO US.AND-.. 







AND THE PANDAVAS, ARMED WITH §Mlf| 

THE COUNSEL OF VIDURA, MADE A _ . 

THEIR WA4 TO l/ARANAVATA . S 




AND THUS ENDS THE SEVENTH SESSION 
OF OUR RENDER/NO OF VAISHAMPAOAHA S 
RECITAL OF VO ASF'S IMMORTAL IT/HASA 

THE MAHABHARATA . 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 


Mahabharata-8 
THE ESCAPE 



VEDA WAS A'S EPIC ON THE BHAP AT A RACE 
WAS FIRST RECITED IN PUBLIC , SV MS 
DISCIPLE VA/SHAMPADANA, AT THE BEHEST 
OF THE AGELESS SEER VDASA HIMSELF. 


THE RECITAL TOOK PLACE IN THE AUGUST 
PRESENCE OF RING JANAMEJAVA — 

GREAT- GRANDSON OF VWASA—AND THE HAN V 
LEARNED SAGES WHO HAD ASSEMBLED FOR 
JANA ME JAD A‘S SAPP A SATRA . 


THE SEVENTH SESSION OF OUR RENDERING 
OF VAISHAM PA DANA ‘S RECITAL OF WASH'S 
MAHABHARATA RECOUNTED HOW THE 
ASCENDANCE OF THE SONS OF PAN DU OVER 
HIS OWN, ROUSED THE ENVD OF 
PHR/TARASHTRA: AND HOW HE, ADVISED BV 
HIS POLITICAL MENTOR RAN IRA AND 
ABETTED BW MS SON DURDODHANA, 
PLOTTED THE EXILE OF THE PANDAVAS TO 
THE CtTH OF VARANAVATA. 
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THE ESCAPE 



FOR TEN DAYS THE4 STAYED IN THAT 
PALACE ATTENDED BY PUROCHANA 
AND THE CITIZENS. THEN PUROCHANA 
SPOKE TO THE PRINCES OP THE 
MANSION EXCLUSIVELY BUILT FOR 
THEM. AT HIS INSTANCE THE PANDAVAS 
LEFT THE PALACE... 


-'AND ENTERED THE MANSION. AND 9L/DH/SHTH/RA 
SENSING THE AROMA OF GHEE AND FAT AND LACQUER . 


AS THE PANDAVAS ARRIVED „f“>1 THE PANDAVAS RECIPROCATED BY 
AT VARANAVATA, THEY WERE ° t V/SITINO THE HOMES OF PEOPLE 

WELCOMED JOYFULLY ANp-. OF DIVERSE STATIONS. THEN 

CEREMONIALLY BY THE «> PUROCHANA LED THEM TO A 

PEOPLE THERE, AND THE L l PALACE. 

ENTIRE CITY WENT 6AY. 


R 

IE U, I PALACE. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



THIS HOUSE IS BUILT 
OF INFLAMMABLE MATERIALS 
PUROCHANA, TUB WICKED 
HENCHMAN OF , 

PURVOPHANA JS WAITING / 
> TO BURN ME TO S 
(/"w DEATH. 


OUR HOUNGEST 
UNCLE, EVER 
WISHIN6 US WELL, 
TOLD ME THAT THIS 
HOUSE OF RUIN WAS 
BUILT AS 
COMMANDED BV 
DURVODHANA. * 


WISE VIPURA 
KNEW OF IT AND 
HAD WARNED 
- ME ABOUT IT. 


OR PERHAPS HE 
AND THE OTHER 
ELDERS MIGHT SHOW 
IT ONLH TO APPEAR 
RIGHTEOUS. 


EVEN IF OUR DEATH 
BV FIRE MAKES GRAND¬ 
FATHER BHEESHMA AN6RV. 
WHH WOULD HE SHOW 
IT AND INCUR THE J 
WRATH OF THE A, 

fc. KAURAVAS? 
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THE ESCAPE 



I THINK WE SHOULD 
CONTINUE TO LIVE HERE 
SIMULATING INNOCENCE 
AND VET BE CAUTIOUS 
\ AND ALERT. 


IF VOU KNOW THIS 
TO BE AN INFLAMMABLE 
HOUSEj LET US RETURN 
TO THE PALACE 
WHERE WE FIRST 
. STAVED. > 


THEN BHEEm SAID. 


AND NUDHf&HTHMA PEPUED: 


IF PUROCHANA 
KNOWS THAT WE 
HAVE READ HIS 
DESIGNS j HE MAV 
STRAIGHT AWAV 
BURN US TO 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



r LET US THEREFORE N 
DISSEMBLE OUR INTENTIONS 
AND SPEND OUR DAVS 
ROAMING OVER THIS LAND 
AND HUNTING. THEN THE 
PATHS OF ESCAPE WILL 
^ BE PAMIUAR TO US- 


" THEN ONE PM A FPJENP OF V/PURA J S CAME 
TO THE PA NOMAS SECRETLH A HP Sfi/O: 


VIDURA HAS SENT ME, 
AN EXPERT MINER, TO BE 
OF HELP TO THE 
\ RANDAVAS. Vi 


WE SHALL LIVE HERE GUARDING 
OUR SAFETH AND PLANNIN6 OUR 
ESCAPE, BUT ALL CONCEALED FROM 
PUROCHANA AND THE PEOPLE. WE 
SHALL ALSO HAVE AN UNDER- 
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THE ESCAPE 



O SON OF PAN DU, 1/1 DURA HAP ONCE 
SPOKEN TO VOU IN THE MLECHCHHA 
DIALECT AND VOU HAD GIVEN VOUR 
ASSENT TO IT. I RECALL THIS PRIVATE 
INCIDENT TO PROVE MV . 

TRUSTWORTHINESS. 


V ON A ^ 

MOONLESS NIGHT 
OF A WANING FORT 
NIGHT, PUROCHANA 
WILL SET FIRE TO 
THE DOOR OF THIS 
MANSION. / 


IN CONFIDENCE 
VIDURA HAS SAID TO ME: 
DURVODHANA INTENDS 
TO KILL THE PANDAVAS 
AND THEIR MOTHER 
B V FIRE.GO.GIVE 
. THEM SUCOOUR. ^ 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




I NOW KNOW VOU TO 
BE VIPURA'S FAITHFUL FRIEND 
LOOK AFTER US AS VIPURA 
fs. ALWAVS DOES. S 


RESCUE US FROM THE 
DISASTER OF WHICH VIPURA 
HAD SPOKEN AND WHICH 
\ IS AT OUR POOR >1 
NOW- 


HEARING H/S WORPS, WPH/SHTH/RA SA/P: 


O SAVE US WITHOUT 
THE KNOWLEDGE OF 
PUROCHANA. 


STARTED DIGGING A 
SECRET TUNNEL. 
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THE ESCAPE 



" THE MOUTH OF THE TUNNEL WAS IN THE CENTRE 
OF THE MANSION ON A LEVEL WITH ITS FLOOR... 


1 

1 | 


A 


11( 

I 



"AT NIGHT THE RANPAVAS , REAQH IN/TH 
THE/R WEAPONS. SLEPT WITHIN. 

ANP PUR/NG THE PAH THEV WENT 
A-HUNT/NG FROM FOREST TO FOREST. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



THUS, O MONARCH, TUE4 !|j 


NOR PIP THE PEOPLE OP 
VARANAVATA, NOR ANHONE 
ELSE BUT THE MINER, 
VIPURA J S FRIEND, KNOW OF THE 
PLANS OP THE PANDAVAS. 


LIVED, DISSEMBLING 
THEIR FEELINGS AND 
INTENTIONS IN THE 
PRESENCE OF PUROCHANA 


"■ AND THUS DIP rue PANDAVAS UV/NG 
W FEIGNED CHEER WIN THE CONFIDENCE 
OF PUROCHANA. 


AND SeHOLD/NS THE GIEEFUL PUROCHANA 


HUDHISHTHIRA SAID TO HIS BROTHERS : K 


THE TIME IS RIPE FOR OUR 
ESCAPE. WE SHALL FL H HENCE 
CONSIGNING THIS MANSION TO 
FIRE AND THE WICKED 
PUROCHANA TO HIS DEATH 7 
IN FIRE, -#- 
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THE ESCAPE 


THEN DURING AN ALMSGlV/NG RITUAL, 
RUNT/ ARRANGED TO HAVE BRAHMA NAS FED. 



"SEERING FOOD, A N7SHADA NOMAN 
AND HER FIVE SONS CAME THERE 
PROMPTED AS IT WERE BN A 
DESTINN OF DOOM 


O MONARCH, THE SIX OF THEM, SENSELESS WITH A 
SURFEIT OF NINE, SLEPT INSIDE THE MANSION 
URE THE DEAD. 


— 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




' ANP /N THE NIGHT. INHEN ALL INERB 
ASLEEP, ANP WHEN STRONG WINDS WERE 
BLOMN&... _ __ .b^- 


AND THEN, 70 JTS ENTRANCE 


’ ■ * -SHE EM A SET FIRE TO THAT FART OF 
THE MANSION WHERE PUROCHANA LAN 
SLEEPING * ■ 
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THE ESCAPE 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



/ bevonp 
anv doubt, 

THE PANPAWS 
WERE CAST IN 
THE FIRE BV 
DURVODHANA, 
WITH THE 
KNOWLEDGE OF 
PHRITARASHTPA 


r IT IS A PITV >1 

that even 
bheeshma 
AMP PRONA AND 
KRIPA HAVE BEEN 
BUND TO y 

k. purv. / 


BEHOLDING THE BURNING MANSION IN/TH RUEFUL 
FACES, THEN STARTED NAILING LOU OUT: rr- A 


THIS 

INPEEP WAS 
DONE BV 
PURVODHANA 
TO PESTROV 
THE PANPAVAS 


WOE BE TO 1 
PHRITARASHTRA 
WHO THREW THE 
HEIRS OF PAN DU 
TO THE FIRE AS 
IF THEV WERE , 
HIS FOES* / 
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THE ESCAPE 



WHILE THE PEOPLE OF VARANAVATR GATHERED 
ROUND THE BURN/NO MANSION AND INAILED 
THROUGH THE NIGHT ... r -^- 


r *.. THE PANDAITAS AND THEIR MOTHER, WAN AND WEAR9, 
TRUDGED THROUGH THE SECRET TUNNEL. ,-^- 


" BUT SLEEPLESS AND FRIGHTENED, THEN INERE 
UNABLE TO PROCEED FAR- |- 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


" WEN, O MONARCH, THE VALIANT 
BHEEMASENA, IN/TH MS IMMENSE 
STRENGTH ANp SPEEP, CARRfEP UPON 
HIMSELF HIS MOTHER ANP HIS BROTHERS ... 


•. ANP OONT/NUEP ON H/S IVAN 
PUSHING THROUGH THE DARKNESS ■ 




*' • * FELL/NO THE TREES INITH H/S CHEST ANP SHARING 
THE EARTH UNPER MS FOOTFALL. 


:-p% 
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THE ESCAPE 







" HE CAME UPON THE PANDAVAS AND 
THEIR MOTHER CHECKING THE DEPTH OP 


"AT THIS JUNCTURE THERE ARRIVED, IN THAT FOREST 
ON THE BANKS OF THE GANGA, A TRUSTED SERVANT 
SENT BH THE F0RES16HTEP V/DURA. 


"he said : 


HERE ARE THE 
WORDS SPOKEN TO 
40U ONCE BH 
uidijpa 


HE WILL 
SURVIVE WHO 
PRESERVES HIMSELF 
WITH THE KNOWLEDGE 
THAT FIRE WHICH 
BURNS UP FORESTS 
ANP WARPS OFF 
WINTER WILL NOT 
SINGE THOSE IN 
FOREST HIDEOUTS. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 





THIS BOAT GLIDING 
EVER SO SMOOTH Uj OVER 
THE WATER SHALL CARR4 
HOU AFAR. . 


RECALL THAT 
PRIVATE TALK AND 
KNOW ME TO BE THE 
TRUSTED EMISSARV 
. OF VIDURA. ^ 


THE ENTERPRISING 
VIDURA ALSO PROPHESIED 
THE DEFEAT OF KARNA AND 
THE KAURAVAS AND 
S SHAKUNI. ^ 


^ . 




"HE THEN ■SHOWED THE PANDAVAS ft BOftT 
WHICH COULD SPEED LIKE THOUGHT OR ft 
HURRICANE BECAUSE IT WAS EQUIPPED MTH 
ENGINES TO COUNTER THE VAGARIES OF 
HEATHER. | 
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THE ESCAPE 



V/PURA IN HIS 
AMPLE AFFECTION FOR 
HOU SAVS THAT--. 


r • * • HOU MUST ^ 
CAST OFF HOUR GLOOM 
AMP CONTINUE HOUR 
JOURNEH WITH AN 
k EVEN MIND. v 


"HE THEN LEV the ANGU/SHEt? 
AND THE/R MOTHER /A/70 THE BOAT. 


"AMD AS HE FERRIED THEM ACROSS THE 
R/t/ER HE SAID: 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



MEANWHILE SOON 
AFTER THE FWNPA/AS 
HAP ESCAPED, THE 
MINER SENT BV 
VIPUPA HAP, EXPECT¬ 
ING A THOROUGH 
SEARCH LATER, 
CONCHALEP THE 
ENTRANCE TO THE 
TUNNEL BV CLEVER 
LEVELLING. 


AND WHEN THE NIGHT CAME 
TO AN END, THE VAST ASSEMBLE 
OF CITIZENS RUMMAGED THE 
EMBERS FOR THE REMAINS OP 
THE PANPAVAS. 


AND THEV FOUND THE CHARRED 
REMAINS OF THE POOR NISHADA 
WOMAN AND HER SONS. 


>W l/w 



236 























































THE ESCAPE 



LET DHRITARASHTRA 
BE INFORMED THAT HIS 
GOAL IS ACHIEVED ! THAT 
THE RANDAVAS ARE 
v BURNT! 


THAT WRETCHED 
KNAVE PLIROCHANAjINDUCED 
BH DURHODHANAj BUILT A 

house of Ruin and got 

HIMSELF BURNT IN IT. / 


IT IS MEET THAT THE 
VILLAIN WHO KILLED THE 
TRUSTFUL AND NOBLE 
PANPAVAS BH FIRE MET 
HIS OWN END IN THAT 


AND TWEV SAW THAT 
THE MANSION WAS OF 
LACQUER AND THAT 
PUROCHANA HAP DIED 
B4 FIRE. 


"and thev smq; 


* - - - 

1 AND THE TIDINGS 
WERE CARRIED TO 
PHRITARASHTRA. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



W \ SUFFER THE A GtONH 
ff OF PAN DU'S DEATH TOQPH, 
1 IN THE DEATH OF THOSE 
K HEROES AND THEIR 

MOTHER. y\ 

1 IT^-- _TT-r^rfjl I 


" WHEAT PHR/mRRSHTRH HEMP OF THE PERTH OF 
THE PfiNPRMS HE WRTLEp W PEEP SORROW 
RHP Sfitp - [-[|jj—it—m-n—n- 




LET ALL THAT MUST BE DONE 
BP ME FOR THE GOOD OF KUNTI 
AND THE PANDAVAS BE ACCOMPLISHED , 
BH MV WEALTH. 


P /=J 
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THE ESCAPE 



HAU/M S SAIP THIS, PHRtTARASHTRA ALONG WITH 
HIS KINSMEN MAPS LIBATIONS OF WATER 70 THE 
SONS OF PANPP. -- 


AND THEN ALL OF THEM CRIED OUT IN 

MOURNING: |- y - 

- 1 ( OH,WUDHISHTHIRA! 

[ 0H.4UVARAJA OF 

\ the kuru race; 


OH, BHEEMA* 
OH, ARJUNA * 


OH WAKULAT 
OH SAHADEVAJ 
OH KUNTI* 


THE CITIZENS TOO MOURNEP 
FOR THE PANPAVAS. ONUf 
VI PUPA MOURNEP LITTLE 
BECAUSE HE WAS IN THE 
KNOW, 




JkjSfm 


Ml 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




WE DO NOT 
KNOW WHETHER 
PUROCHANA IS 
BURNT OUT OR 
. NOT. ^ 




' 77/EV #/£/?£• 7/PEO /?A/£> TWRSTV 
AND NEAP-BUND IN/TH SLEEP. THEN 
HUDH/SHTH/RA SAID TO BHEEMA: 
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THE ESCAPE 







OBHEEMA, ^ 
CARR4 US ANP GO 
FORTH. 40U ALONE 
ARE AS QUICK ANP 
STRONG AS 
WIMP. 


' IN THIS \ 

DREADFUL FOREST 
WE PO NOT KNOW 
WHICH 1WW TO TURN. 
DRAINED OF STRENGTH, 
WE CANNOT . 

fc. walk. y 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 
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THE ESCAPE 



I AM THE MOTH El? 
OF FIVE PANDAVAS. 
I AM IN THE MIDST 
OF THEM ANP HET 
I AM RACKED B H 
v THIRST. * 


TOWARDS EVENING 
HE REACHED A DESOLATE 
JUNGLE WHERE ROAMED 
PREDATOR 4 / BEASTS AND 
WHERE THERE WAS SCANT 
WATER OR FRUITS OR 
ROOTS. 


"AS DARKNESS CREPT UPON THE TWILIGHT ’ THE 
HOWL OF ANIMALS TURNEP MORE RAUCOUS ; AND 
AN UNT/MELN WIND BEGAN TO BLOW WHICH. 
TEARING THROUGH THE JUNGLE. SCATTERED THE 
DR/ED LEAVES EVEN AS IT GROUNDED STURDY 
TREES. r-- - 


TOWARDS EVENING 
HE REACHED A DESOLATE 
JUNGLE WHERE ROAMED 
PREDATOR 4 / BEASTS AND 
WHERE THERE WAS SCANT 
WATER OR FRUITS OR 
ROOTS. 


THE PANDAVAS. WEIGHED DOWN BN SLEEP, WERE 
UNABLE TO GO ON. THEN SAT DOWN THERE. THEN 
HUNT!. OPPRESSED BN THIRST. SAID TO HER SONS: 


THESE WORDS OF HIS 
MOTHER, O MONARCH, 
SCORCHED THE HEART 
OF BHEEMA AND HE 
SET OUT. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



fiS HE WOUND H/S WAY THROUGH THE THICK , 
DESERTED JUNGLE, HE SAW A BEAUTIFUL, 
SPREADING BAN'S AN TREE, 


'fim 


;r — p^Y: I- ; 

» -» "•> o , 


.-W ^ 



I CAM HEAR THE 
CALL OF WATER-BfPPS. 
THERE MUST BE A POOL 
. NEAR BV. 


HE SET HIS MOTHER AND BROWERS DOWN AND 
SAID TO THEM: 
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THE ESCAPE 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



KUNTI WHO HAS > 

BORNE THE SONS OF PHARMA 
(NORA ANP VAHtl! SHE WHO 
RECLINED ON THE SOFT 
BEDS OF ROVALCHAMBERS . 
LV/NO HEPE ON THE A 

CRUDE EARTH' <1 


' 0 WHAT CAN BE 

MORE DISTRESSING THAN 
TO WATCH THESE PRINCES 
AMONG MEN ASLEEP ON 
k TOE DUSTO EARTH. yi 


' pimping merv) sleeping, on the bare earth> 

NE WAS OVERCOME BN GRIEF ANP CRISP: 


ACCURSED THAT 
I AMj I AM FORCED 
TO SEE THIS MOST 
PAINFUL SIGHT OF H\N 
MOTHER SLEEPING ON 
THIS RUDE GROUND? 




KUNTI. THE 
DAUGHTER OF 
KUNTIBHOJA.rWE 
DAU GHTEP-1N - LA W 
OF VICHITRAVEERHA, 
THE WIFE OF RING' 
PAN DU TO SLEEP 
THUS ON BARE 
EARTH'! ^ 
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THE ESCAPE 





T THOSE WHO ARE S 
POWERFUL W(TH AMPLE 
WEALTH, ANP AN ABUNDANCE 
OF FRIENDS ANP RELATIVES, 
STAND TALL LIKE THE TREES 
V OF A FOREST. J 


AS FOR US, IT HAS BEEN 
EXILE AT THE HANDS OF 
WICKED DHRITARASHTRA 
ANP HIS SONS; ANP A 
FORTUITOUS ESCAPE FROM 
A FJERH DEATH. 


HE WHO HAS NO RELATIVES 
TO TAINT THE FAMILY WITH 
JEALOUSV, IS HAP PH IN THIS 
WORLD, LIKE THE SOLITARY 
FRUIT-BEARING TREE WHICH 
COMES TO BE REVERED AS 
SACRED BV ALL BECAUSE 


THOSE WHO 
ABOUND IN 
RELATIVES WHO 
ARE JUST ANP 
VALIANT ARE ALSO 
HAPPH IN THIS 
WORLD. 


BUT IF HOU ARE \ 
ALIVE IT IS ONLH 
BECAUSE 

HUDHISHTHIRA POES 
NOT GET ANORH 
WITH HOU AND 
COMMAND ME TO / 
KILL HOU. <C 


o purhophana; 

HOUR VISION IS 
IMPAIRED. HOU 
REMAIN SMUG IN 
THE THOUGHT THAT 
THE GODS ARE 
WITH HOU. A 


247 





























































AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



THEV ARE ASLEEP > 

WHILE THEV SHOULD BE 
ALERT. WELL... I SHALL KEEP 
AWAKE. WHEN THEV GET UP , 
REFRESHED THEV CAN J 

v QUENCH THEIR THIRST 
WITH THIS. 






OTHERWISE . IN MV FULL 
PAGE, I WOULD SEND VOU AND 
VOUR BROTHERS AND KARNA 
AND SHAKUNI TO THE 
REALMS OF THE 
DEAD. 


HAVING SAID THIS, BHEEMA IN RUNG H/S 
HANDS IN RAGE AND LET OUT A SIGH AND 


THUS DID THE PANDAVAS, WITH 
THE HELP OF VI DURA .ESCAPE 
THE FIERV DEATH THAT THE 


SAVING THIS BHEEMA 
SAT THERE AWAKE,ALONE. 




HNP THUS ENOS THE EIGHTH SESSION 
OF OUR RENDERING OF VA/SHAMHAVANA'S 
RECITAL OF VNASA'S IMMORTAL 
ITIHASA j THE MAHABHARATA. 
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THE BIRTH OF GHATOTKACHA 



Mahabharata-9 

The Birth of Ghatotkacha 


VEDA I WASH'S EPIC ON THE BHARATA RACE 
me FIRST RECITED IN PUBLIC, 89 HIS 
DISCIPLE VA/SHAM PA9ANA, FT THE BEHEST 
OF THE AGELESS SEER V9AQA HIMSELF. 


THE EIGHTH SESSION OF OUR RENDERING 
OF VA/SHAMPA9ANA 'S RECITAL,OF WASH'S 
MAHABHARATA DESCRIBED HOW THE 
PANDAVAS AND THEIR MOTHER, RUNT/, 
ESCAPED FROM THE F/ER9 END AT 
VARANAVATA, PLANNED FOR THEM 89 THEIR 
COUSIN AND RIVAL DUR90DHANA. IT 
ENDED WITH BHEEMH WATCHING OVER HIS 
SLEEPING MOTHER AND BROTHERS, IN A 
FOREST ON THE OPPOSITE BANK OF THE 
GANGA. 






P 


s' 

T 




THE RECITAL TOOK PLACE IN THE AUGUST 
PRESENCE OF RING JANAMEJA9A — GREAT 
GRANDSON OF THE GRANDSON OF V9ASA— 
AND THE MAN9 LEARNED SAGES WHO HAD 
ASSEMBLED FOR VANAMEJA9A 
EAR PA SATRA*. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



’FAMISHED. HE WAS LONGING FOR FOOD WHEN HE SCENTED MAN. 
HE SHOOK HIMSELF UP. RAN HIS FINGERS THROUGH HIS DRV 
LOCKS AND LOOKED AROUND. AND HE BEHELD THE SONS OF 
PANDU ASLEEP ON THE GROUND. 




ON A TREE, NOT FAR FROM 
WHERE THE PANDAVAS AND 
KMNTI LAW ASLEEP, DWELT 
A HUGE RAKSHASA NAMED 
HIOlimA WHO ATE HUMAN 
FLESH. 
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THE BIRTH OF GHATOTKACHA 



~ WITH m EIGHT, SHARP, 
POINTEP TEETH, I SHALL PIG 
INTO THE SOFT HUMAN FLESH. 
SEIZING THE THROAT ANP 
PIERCING THE VEINS, I SHALL 
HAVE M4 FILL OF FRESH, 

V FROTH*/, HUMAN BLOOD. 


K CARR*/ OUT AA*V ^ 
ORDERS ANP LET US 1 
FEAST ON THOSE 
SLEEPING TRESPASSERS 
ANP AFTER THE RICH 
REPAST WE SHALL / 
DANCE TO DIVERSE A 
K BEATS. Jffi. 


ANP H£ SA/P TP NTS S/STBR . 


^ I HAVE X 
CHANCED UPON 
MAN,Ml*/ FAVOURITE 
FOOD, AFTER A LONG 
TIME. IT MAKES MV 
MOUTH WATER. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




-•AND SHE BEHELD THE SLEEP/NG GONE OF 
PAN DU AND THE.tR MOTHER, GUARDED B9 
THE /NV/NC/BLE BHEEMA. . . . wn, 4, n*rm 


J}«!^ 


"AND BEHOiP/NG BREEMA, THE RAKSHASt FELL /N 
LOVE IN/TH H/M. AND SHE SA/D TV HERSELF: 


THIS PERSON OF 
MIGHT*/ ARMS ANP 
RADIANT HUE , OF 
LEONINE SHOULPERS 
ANP SHAPELV NECK, 
IS FIT TO BE MV 


ONCE SLAIN j HE 
WILL VIELP 
MOMENTARY 
PLEASURE. IF HE 
LIVES, ENPURING 
PLEASURES WILL 
BE MINE. 


I SHALL NOT 
OBE4 THE CRUEL 
COMMAND OF MV 
BROTHER. A WOMANS 
LOVE FOR HER HUSBl 
FAR EXCEEDS THAT 
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THE BIRTH OF GHATOTKACHA 




O MIGHT*/ ONE, ^ 
WHO ARE TOU? FROM 
WHERE HAVE TOU COME 
TO THIS FOREST WHICH 
IS THE REALM OF THE 
RAKSMASA HIPIMBAS 
HE, MH BROTHER,HAS 
SENT ME HERE WITH 
THE EVIL INTENT OF J 
IK EATING NOU TOR M 
HIS MEAL- 






THEN, O MONARCH, THE 
RAKSHASJ ASSUMED A 
FINE HUMAN FORM 
PECKEP WITH ORNAMENTS 
AND... 


• * * API/ANCWO TOWARPS BNEEMA 
ASREP WM W/TH A SMI UNO FACE: 


*' h* 


\ V 


BUT LET ME CONFESS 
THAT BEHOLDING TOUR 
CELESTIAL SPLENDOUR, 
I WOULD HAVE NONE 


* GOD OF LOl/a 


253 












































































AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



BHEEtAA TABN SAID 


I WILL NOT 1 

AWAKEN M4 MOTHER 
ANP BROTHERS FROM 
THEIR PEACEFUL SLEEP 
FOR FEAR OF HOUR 
^ BROTHER. A 


f I CAN TRAVEL 
AT WILL THROUGH THE 
SKIES. AS HUSBAND 
AND WIFE WE SHALL 
LIVE IN THE SECRET 
CAVERNS OF HIGH 
v MOUNTAIN RANGES. v 


L/ereMNG TQ WBSB tVOAA$>BAB£MA SA/O 


WOULD A > 

MAN LIKE ME 
ABANDON HIS 
SLEEPING MOTHER 
AND BROTHERS ? 
WOULD HE, SMITTEN 
WITH LUST, LEAVE 
THEM TO BE A MEAL 
FOR THE RAKSHASA?. 


Hipmmfl repl 

f WAKE THEM 
UP. 1 SHALL SAVE 


ALL OF HOU 
THE RAKSHASA. 




° f 




MAKE ME HOURS,O MAN 
OF RUGGED MIGHT, AND 
I SHALL SAFEGUARD HOU 
FROM THE CANNIBAL 
RAKSHASA. 


IJ. 
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THE BIRTH OF GHATOTKACHA 



40W MA4 STM 
OR LEAVE , AS 40U 
PLEASE , OR 40U MAV 
SEND 40UR CANNIBAL 
BROTHER HERE. IT IS 
AIL THE SAME 
TO ME, 




f)No proceepep to we spot where 

PAHPAMS WERE. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 





NOW EVEN AS 40U 
WATCH, I SHALL SLA4 
THIS ONE HERE. 




BEHOLP THESE 
THIGHS, HARP LIKE 
MACES OF IRON. 


TOPAV HOU SHALL 1 
WITNESS MH PROWESS 
WHICH IS SIMILAR TO 
(NORA'S. DO NOT PISPAJN 
ME AS A MERE 

. human being. a 


X 


SHEEMA THEN SHIP 


CAST OFF HOUR ” 
FEARS. THIS RAKSHASfl 
IS NOTHING BEFORE 
ME. THE VER4 


BEHOLP THESE ARMS 
OF MINE, POWERFUL LIKE 
THE TRUNK OF AN 
s. ELEPHANT. v 
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THE BIRTH OF GHATOTKACHA 



O BRAVE ONE, I PO NOT 
DISDAIN 4GU.HOU ARE LIRE 
ONE AMONG THE DEV AS. BUT 
I HAVE SEEN THE PREDOMI- 
, NANCE OF RAKSHASAS 
ea. OVER MEN. ^ 


HiPIMBHH REPLIED 




ARE HQU GONE SO IMBECILE 
THAT VOU ARE NOT AFRAID OF 
MW ANGER? FIE ON VOU.VOUR 
DESIRE FOR A HUMAN BEING 
IS A STAIN ON THE HONOUR OF 
THE RAKSHASAS. I SHALL SLAV 
HOU AND ALSO THOSE FOR , 
WHOM VOU HAVE ^_ S 

^SLIGHTED ME. 


ROLLING N/S EVES W EXCEEDING FURV HE ROARED: 


f '4L 


wg 1 

0-’d 


WHEN, O MONARCH, THE RASING 
RAKISH ASA SAW HIS SISTER IN 
HUMAN FORM, BEJEWELLED AND 
DRAPED IN FINE GARMENTS, AND 
HEARD THE WORDS SHE 
EXCHANGED WITH BHEEMfl... 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


"AND HID/MBA OF BIOOP-SHOT EHEQGNASHED HIS 
TEETH AND RAN TOWARDS HER TO KILL HER. AND 

BHEEMA j beholding the charging rakshaba, 

CRIED: rr; 

-yr 


STOP, HOU 
WICKED WRETCH » 
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THE BIRTH OF GHATOTKACHA 



ATTACK ME FIRST. I SHALL 
ENGAGE HOU IN SINGLE COMBAT 
ANP SENP HOU TO THE ABOPE OF 
HAMA. IN A MOMENT I SHALL KILL 
HOU AND MAKE THIS FOREST 
SAFE FOR THOSE WHO CHOOSa 
TO PASS THROUGH IT. 


0 VILLAIN, LET 
HOUR SISTER WATCH HOW 
I DRAG HOU OVER THE 
GROUND, LIKE A LION 
DRAGGING THE 
MOUNTAINOUS ^ 

v ELEPHANT! 


lS -V > " 


£ 


^ MH MIGHT SHALL 


CRUSH HOUR HEAD 
AS IF IT WERE 
TRAMPLED UPON BH A 
RAGING ELEPHANT. AND 
HOUR DEAD LIMBS 
SHALL BE TORN TO 
SHREDS BH JACKALS, 
HAWKS AND VULTURES 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 



I SHALL KILL WOU 
THE FOUL-MOUTHED ONE 
FIRST. AND AFTER 
PRINKINQ VOUR BLOOPj 


'HEfiRtNQ THESE WORPS, HfDfMBR SAtP 


ALL THIS BLUSTER AMD BOASTING IS OF 
NO USE. PROVE IT IN ACTION, AND WITHOUT 
ANV PELAAL HOU CONSIDER UOURSELF TO 
BE STRONG AND BRAVE. HOU SHALL LEARN 
THE TRUTH IN COMBAT WITH ME 


LAST 


AND 


THEN 


OF 


SISTER 


OF 


MINE 


ALL 


THIS 


HAS 


GONE 


WHO 


ME 


AGAINST 
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THE BIRTH OF GHATOTKACHA 



u AND THE RAKSHASA* RAISING H/S 
ARMS IN WRATH* RUSHED FORTH 
TOWARDS BHEEMfi 


BHEEMA LAUGHINGLY CAUGHT HOLD OF 
HIQ OUTSTRETCHED HANDS- --- 


% 



• • ■ AND DRAGGED THE DESPERATED/ STRUGGLING 
RAKSHASA A FULL THIRTY - TWO CUBITS , LIRE A LION 
DRAGGING SOME SMALL ANIMAL. 





" SEIZED THUS BY BHEEMA. THE RAKSHASA 
Turned furious and he let out a 



THE MIGHTV BHEEMA THEN 
PRAGGED THE RAKSHASA 
FARTHER AWAH,0 MONARCH, 
LEST HIS HELLS SHOULD 
DISTURB THE SLEEP OF 
HIS BROTHERS. 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 





THE*/ THEN BEGAN UPROOTING THE 
TREES AND TEARING APART THE MAZE 
OF CREEPERS, - 
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THE BIRTH OF GHATOTKACHA 



WHO ARE VOU ? 

ARE HOU A FOREST-SPRITE RARE 
400 AN APSARA? 0 FAIR ONE, 
FROM WHERE ARE 40U COME? . 
L WHAT IS THE ERRANP THAT A 
BRINGS HOU HERE? J2 


" THE SOUNDS WOKE UP THE SLEEPING 
PANDAMS AND THE/P MOTHER AND THE*/ 
SAW HIDIAtBAA STANDING BEFORE THEM. 
WONDERING AT THE BEAUTV OF 7HE GIRL , 
HUNT/ ASHED HER: 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



BEHOLP THEM, 
THE ROARING RIVALS, 
THE MAN ANP THE 
RAKSHASA, MATCHING 
THEIR MIGHT IN 
^ COMBAT. ^ 


BUT WHEN I SAW 
VOUR MIGHTV SON, INDUCED 
BV LORD MANMATWA*WHO 
HOLDS THE HEARTSTRINGS 
OF ALL THINGS CREATED, 

I CAME UNDER HIS SPELL 
AND CHOSE HIM AS 

MV HUSBAND. > 


ANP THE RAKSHASA, IRKED 
EH MV DELAV CAME HERE 
TO RILL ALL VOUR SONS. THEN 
HOUR MIGHTV SON 
DRAGGED HIM A WAV 
■k FROM HERE. J 


HfD/MBAA ANSWERED HER QUESTIONS AND THEN SAID 




* THE GOD OF LOVE iRDMADEVA) 
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THE BIRTH OF GHATOTKACHA 



" HEARING THESE WORDS, WUPH/SHTH/RA, ARJUNA, 
NARNIA ANP SAHADEI/A ROSE AT ONCE ANP 
BEHELP THE COMBATANTS EAGER 70 OVERPOWER 
EACH OTHER, m —-m-p. _—t-tt-j- 


THE POST THEH RAtSED 
SPREAP UP UHE THE 6MORE 
OF A FOREST F/RE. THE/R 
BODIES COVERED INITH DUST 
STOOP OUT L/RE MOUNTAINS 
WITH A MANTLE OF MIST. 


" THEN ARJUNA, PERCEII//NG BHEEMA TO BE 
UNDER STRAIN, SAID IN/TH A QU/ET SMILE. 


BE NOT AFRAID, V 
BHEEMA. WE DID NOT < 
KNOW OF 40U R 
STRENUOUS DUEL. I AM 
HERE TO HELP HOU. 

I SHALL FELL THIS 
RAKSHASA. NAKULA , 
AND SAHADEVA WILL k 
GUARD OUR // 
V MOTHER. /y , 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




WH4 ARE 40U EXTENDING > 
HIS LIFE ? ENOUGH OF SPARRING 
WITH HIM - WE HAVE TO GO FARTHER 
AND CANNOT STA4 ON HERE. Jj 
SLAV HIM WITHOUT f 

X DELfit-t. X I 


' WCT, INFLAMED WITH RAPE, BHEEMA 
SUMMONED ALL H/Q LATENT MIGHT, INHICH 
RESEMBLED THE MIGHT MW>H/S FATHER i 
RELEASES PURINE THE PISSOLUTION OF 
THE 


THE EAST 
AGLOW WITH 
RED OF DAWN AND 
SOON THE MORNING 
TWILIGHT WILL SET 
IN. THE TWILIGHT 
HOURS REINFORCE 
THE STRENGTH 
OF THE RAKSHSAS. 
THEREFORE HASTEN, 
O BHEEMA. 


THEN ARJUNA SAID: 


TOU WATCH THIS FIGHT X 
AS A MERE SPECTATOR.BE ' 
NOT ANXIOUS. HAVING COME 
WITHIN M4 GRIP, THE RAKSHASA 
SHALL NOT ESCAPE / 

^ ALIVE. 


"HEARING HIM BHEEMA SAID; 
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THE BIRTH OF GHATOTKACHA 



-7W^5T 


- ■ UFTEP TUB RAHSHASA HiQH ANP t WWRUNG WM 

aloft a rumdrep tmes, saw to mm: ,-— 




y 0 RAKSHASA, ^ 

WOUR CANNIBALISTIC 
/ STRENGTH, HOUR GROWTH, 
HOUR INTELLIGENCE HAVE 
ALL BEEN FUTILE.THERE¬ 
FORE VO HOU SEEK 
TODAV A FUTILE END , 
HOUR FUTILE Jk 
LIFE. yM 


AT TH/S JUNCTURE ARJUNA SA/D 


OTHERWISE I SHALL 
SLAV HIM MVSELF. VOU 
ARE EXHAUSTED BV THE 
TASK AND NEED TO REST 
FOR A WHILE. y 


IF yOU CONSIDER 
THIS RAKSHASA FORMIDABLE 
IN COMBAT. | SHALL HELP 
yOU TO SLAV H/M WITHOUT 
^ PELAV. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



| BELIEVE ~ 

THERE IS A TOWN NOT 
FAR FROM THIS FOREST. 
LET US 00 ONWARD SOON 
SO THAT DURVODHANA 
POES NOT TRACE US. 


tHFUR/ATEP BH THESE WORDS , 
BHEEMA HURLED THE RAKSHASA ■ 


•■•TO MS PERTH. A^D THE MORTAL ROAR 
OF THE PH/m RARSHASA FtUEP THE WIDE 
I FOREST, j 










O MONARCH, THEN, WITH 
HIS BARE HANDS, THE 
MIGHTS BHEEMA BENT 
THE BODY OF THE 
RAKSHASA AND BROKE IT 
BH THE MIODLE. THE FEAT 
PLEASED THE BROTHERS. 
AND THOSE BRAVE MEN 
CONGRATULATED THE 
VALOROUS CONQUEROR. 


* THEM ARJURA , WHO WAS ALL REVERENCE FOR 
H/S BROWER OF RUGGED MIGHT, SAID: 
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THE BIRTH OF GHATOTKACHA 



' AS ALL THOSE VALIANT MEN 
PRO CEE PEl? WITH THEIR MOTHER 
HIPIMBAA FOLLOiNEp THEM. 





HIDIMBA WHO 
CAME TO SLAV US 
HAS ALREADV 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



CONSIDER ME DEVOTED OR 
DIM-WITTED. OR KEEP ME AS HOUR 
MAID. BUT HAVE PITH ON ME. UNITE 
ME WITH HOUR S0N,M4 HUSBAND. 
LET ME GO TO THE PLACES I LIKE, A 
WITH HIM. 


r O NOBLE LflDW, 

WOU KNOW THE PANQS 
OF LOVE WHICH WOMEN 
FEEL. I FEEL THEM NOW 
V AND THE CAUSE IS 

BHEEMA. J 


HIDIMBAA THEN PAtP OBEISANCE TO HUNT! 
ANP HUPH/SHTN/RA ANP SA/P .* i- 


FORSAKING MW ' 

FRIENDS, MW TRIBE AND 
MW TRADITION, I HAVE 
CHOSEN HOUR SON AS 
MW HUSBAND. J 
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THE BIRTH OF GHATOTKACHA 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




• * ■ HOU MUH ATTEND ON 
HIM AND. TAKE PLEASURE 
IN HIS OOMPAN9. BUT 
BRINQ HIM BACK TO US 
v EVER4 NIGHT. ^ 




BNEEMA THEN SAtQ TO HJDtMBAA 


AND I SHALL 
STAW WITH HOLX 
TILL A SON IS 
BORN TO VOU. 


/ DURINQ THE DAH, 

AFTER BHEEMA HAS 
, CONCLUDED HIS ABLUTION 
V PRATERS AND RITUAL 


THEN WDR/SHTN/RA SA/O 


WHAT HOU 
SAW IS PROPER 
BEHQNp DOUBT, 
BUT HOU MUST 
BE TRUE TO 


" THEN SAV/NG- 
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THE BIRTH OF GHATOTKACHA 





SHE DESCENDED WITH HIM ON LAKES 
CO\TBRED WITH LOTUSES... 


'■■.END WALKED WITH HIM THROUGH 
W/LD FORESTS OF STRANGE TREES AND 


" SHE SPORTED WITH HIM ON MOUNTAIN SCOPES INHERE 
CELESTIALS ROAN) AND WHERE THE BIRDS SING AND WHERE 
EVERS SIGHT IS STIMULATING. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



PERCEIVING HIS HERD TO BE I AND THOUGH BEGOTTEN B H MAN, 

SMOOTH LIKE A WATER-POT 1 - 1 HE WAS SUPERHUMAN AND EXCELLED 
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THE BIRTH OF GHATOTKACHA 



the nughth son soon mastered the secrets of 

WIELDING WEAPONS OF AU. RINDS. _ __ 


AND GHATOTKACHA t WHO WAS FULL OF 
LOVE FOR THE PAN DRV AS, WON THEIR 
AFFECTION AND CAME TO BE COUNTED 
ONE OF THEM. ,--__ 


THEN HIDIMBAA SAID 


7 THE TERM 
OF MV STAN WITH 
MV HUSBAND HAS 
S^RUN OUT. > 


AND SALUTING RUNT/ AND THE 
PANDAVAS... ■ M |-nm 


SHE WENT HER WAN. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



-ANP PROCEEDED NORTH WARPS. 


"AND SHATOTKACHR) assuring the panpavas 

THAT HE WOULD ALWAVS BE W/TH THEM WHEN 


NEEDED, SALUTED THEM • ■ • 


-i'A 



THEY WORE THEIR HAIR JN 
MATTED LOCKS AND WERE 
CLAP IN TREE-BARKS ANP 
ANIMAL-SKI NS. 


O MONARCH, THOSE 
FORMIDABLE WARRIORS THEN 
TRAVERSED THE FORESTS 
KILLING ANIMALS OF VARIOUS 
TVPES. 


THEV MEDITATED ON THE VEDAS 
ANp UPANfSHAPS ANP RUMINATEP 
OVER THE PRINCIPLES OF ETHICS. 
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THE BIRTH OF GHATOTKACHA 




' I HAVE GOME TO YOU 
BECAUSE I HAP DIVINED 
YOUR MISFORTUNE AT THE 
HANDS OF THE UNFAIR 
KAURAVAS. DO NOT GRIEVE 
BECAUSE ALL THIS WILL 
ULTIMATELY LEAP YOU 
V TO HAPPINESS. ^ 


AND THEREFORE I SHALL 
WORK FOR YOUR PROSPERITY. 
THERE IS A DELIGHTFUL 
TOWN NEAR BY ANP 
THERE YOU SHALL HAVE 
. NO ANXIETIES. 


THUS CONSOLING THE PANPA VAS , MV 
GURU LEP THEM TOW ARP THE TOWN 
OF ERA CHAKRA. 


WHILE ENGAGED THUS. THEN SAW THEIR 
GRANDFATHER. MG GURU VEPA l/NASA, 
ANP HE SAID TO THEM: 


9 


i. 0 ' 


YOU AND THE 
KAURAVAS ARE EQUAL 
IN MY AFFECTIONS. YET 
MEN CARE MORE FOR 
CHILDREN ANP FOR 
THOSE WHO ARE IN 
MISFORTUNE.THAT IS 
WHY / HOLD YOU IN 
GREATER AFFECTION 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



AND MV GURU ALSO CONSOLED RUNT/, 


TOUR SON, HUDH/SHTHIRA, 
WITH THE PROWESS OF BHEEMA 
AND ARJUNAj WILL SUBDUE THE 
WHOLE EARTH IN A JUST 
WANNER. 




TOUR SONS AND 
MADRPS SONS-ALL 
VALIANT WEN—SHALL 
LIVE IN SPLENDOUR 
^ AND JOV. 



THEV SHALL RULE OVER 
THEIR ANCESTRAL 
KINGDOM, PROTECT 
THEIR FRIENDS AND 
KINSMEN AND ENJOV 
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THE BIRTH OF GHATOTKACHA 



STAS HERE FOR A MONTH 
AND AWAIT m RETURN. HOUR 
STAH HERE WILL BE 
HAPPV IF you ACT 
DISCERNING THE NEEDS , 
OF THE PLACE AND A 
\ . THE TIMES. ^ 


IN THIS MANNER PIP THE PANDAVAS 
AFTER THE SLA4ING OF HI DIM BA AND 
THE BIRTH OF GHATOTKACHA ( 

ARRIVE AT EKACHAKRA. 


’with.y. 


THUS ENDS 7HB NINTH SESSION OF OUR 
RENDERING OF VAfSHAMPA UANA J S 
RECITAL OF VO ASA'S IMMORTAL ITIHASA 

THE MAHABHARATA . 


" THEN THE PANDAVAS SALUTED THE RISHI 
WITH JOINED PALMS • •. 


,r THEN RH GURU HAD THEM ACCOMMODATED IN A 
BRAHMAN A 'S HOUSE AND SAID TO UUDHtSHTH/RA : 
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